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PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to the 
following questions.  

• Read Acts 10:1-48 or listen to “Cross-Cultural Boundaries” in the message archive.  

• Acts 11 flows directly out of Peter’s encounter with Cornelius in the previous chapter. What 
did the people in Jerusalem charge Peter with upon his return from visiting Cornelius? How 
did their adherence to Mosaic law influence their response? 

• Take a closer look at Peter’s argument in verses 4-17. How did he defend himself? How did 
Peter respond to the people’s concerns while also holding up the truth he had received from 
the Lord? 

• What people groups were evangelized in Antioch and why was this significant? 

• Read verse 21 again. Read also Exodus 9:3; Luke 1:66; and Acts 4:30. How do you 
interpret the statement, “The Lord’s hand was with them”?  

• Why did the church in Jerusalem send Barnabas to investigate what was happening in 
Antioch? 

• What do we learn about Barnabas’ character from Acts 4:36 and 11:22-26 that led the 
church at Jerusalem to select him to report to them? 

• Why did Barnabas go get Saul? What does this teach us about the ministry of making 
disciples? 

• How did sending financial aid to the church in Jerusalem show that the Christians at Antioch 
were maturing spiritually? What is the connection between discipleship and giving? 

GO DEEPER Pray for the Holy Spirit to take you deeper into the lesson. 

Read Matthew 15:1-20. In what ways do the Pharisees’ objections to Jesus’ teaching mirror the 
apostles’ reaction to Peter’s association with the Gentiles in Acts 11? In what ways do the groups 
within both passages focus on externals rather than internals—what’s on the inside? How can this 
misplaced focus hinder evangelism, discipleship, and meeting material needs? 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/messagearchive.aspx

